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Dear brethren, 
 
 
Greetings from down under. Well time has been rushing by. It feels like the older you 
get the faster life goes. We have been gearing up for 2008. New Zealand slows down 
during this time of year as people go on holiday over January. But we are slowly 
getting things up and running again. 
 
We have decided to go with small groups on Wed. nights this year. We tried it for the 
last term in 2007. There are strengthens and weaknesses. But we see that it helps 
members be more accountable and provides more fellowship.  However, with any 
change some member prefers to be able to meet all together. So we are trying it again 
and will assess if it is achieving its goal.  
 
We have one third year student (Timothy Program) working with us this year, Brook 
Neves-Vatselias ( Brook is in the center of the 
picture). Nathan our son is on the left side.  Brook will 
be focusing on worship ministry and body life.  I have 
had  third year students with me since the late 80s and 
have seen many go on to become great workers for 
the Lord. A number are in full time ministry. As I get 
older I see more how God uses me in this mentoring 
role to encourage and inspire others. 
 
As the year came to an end, Emma Raine, one of our long time members graduated 

from high school.  We wanted to honor her for her 
achievement and wish her the best in her new endeavors, 
going off to University.  I said a few words about Emma, 
and how we pray that she will continue to seek after the 
Lord and grow in her love for Him, as a farewell on behalf 
of the congregation.  We then had a congregational prayer, 
where members came to the front and surrounded her as we 
prayed.   
 
 
 
 

We have a team from Sunset coming to NZ to start a new work in Auckland in March. 
They have spent the last 6 months waiting on Visas but finally the Visas have come 
through for 2 of the three couples. They will come and visit with us for a month in 
order to see some of the activities that we are involved with and also to be able to get 
culturally adjusted. This is exciting to see a new team arrive in NZ to start a new 
work. There has not been a new work started in New Zealand for a long time. It will 



come with its challenges for this new team as New Zealand is not an easy field and 
one has to patient and persistent. But God has people he wants saved we just have to 
praying that we find those hearts that are searching. 
 
During our summer we took a vacation. Nathan came with us rather reluctantly. I 
think he is over going on holiday with his parents. Those of you who have had 
teenagers know that experience. Chris and Abby and their two children came too. 
While on holiday I had several opportunities to plant seeds in the hearts of several 
people. The neighbor behind our family cabin went fishing with me. When you spend 
5 hrs fishing together it allows a lot of time to talk. Which we did and it allowed me to 
plant seeds in William’s heart. Also a few years back I met a man by the name of 
Derrick Watts. Derrick had owned Mitre 10, which is a large hardware store in 
Northland. He has build this huge home overlooking the Ocean. He wanted me to 
come and see it. I took up the offer and it has again lead to some opportunities to plant 
seeds in the hearts of these people. Please pray for Carol and Derrick Watts that next 
time I’m up in Northland God would have opened their hearts further. 
 
I’m continuing the series with the young adults in “ Spiritual warfare”. It seems that 
he Satan never gives up trying to destroy the saints. I hope this will help our young 
adults be prepared better for battle. 
 
Melinda is back into preparation for a new year of MOPS (mothers of preschoolers) 
And she will be running the children’s area this year which includes 4 helpers and 

about 15 children.  Please pray for Amber 
and John Smith they are neighbors of Chris 
and Abby and she comes to MOPS.  Her 3 
year old, son is coming to Bible Class with 
our granddaughter Charis.  Amber has come 
to some of the ladies activities and is getting 
to know some of the members.  And also 
pray for Chris and Abby and their influence 
and relationship with Amber and John. 
These are some of the children from MOPS. 
Charis is the little girl in white. 
 

Today is Nathan’s first day of the new school year.  He is a senior and has a busy year 
ahead with classes, sports, and leadership roles.   
 
We are praying that God will lead seeking hearts to us and that we will use our 
opportunities when they come our way to share with them.  Keep us in your prayers 
as we keep serving, growing, and sharing with the people God puts in our lives. 
As we will pray the same for you. 
 
 
God bless each of you, 
Chris and Melinda Miller 
 
  


