
 

 

 

 

Dear brethren, 

Greetings again from the land, Aoeteroa, the land of the long white cloud. When the 

first native people came down in their sailing canoes from Hawaii and saw New 

Zealand for the first time they saw a cloud above the Islands so the name Aoeteroa.  

This last month Sir Edmond Hillary died. He was a Kiwi and the first to climb the top 

of Mt Everest. He was a very humble man who used his means and name to help 

many build hospitals and schools in Nepal and was a great representative for New  

Zealand. 

 

 Our region, the Bay of Plenty is in the middle of Kiwifruit season, which means they 

are having to bring in workers from the Islands of Tonga, Fiji, Samoa etc to help get 

the fruit in etc. This is a major money crop for the region.  I’m sure you have enjoyed 

some of New Zealand’s kiwifruit. 

 

The outreach team asked me if I would do another training class on helping people 

use my one on one-study lessons. So this last Sunday afternoon we started another 

training class. 15 people signed up this time, which is a good number. I hope I can 

help them to feel more competent and confident to lead a study with a non- Christian.  

This will last for around eight weeks. Naturally I would love them all to have the 

experience the joy of leading somebody to Christ.  

 

Since our last newsletter we had the joy of 

seeing Shay baptized into Christ. Shay is a high 

school student. She moved down to Tauranga 

from Northland to live with her Grandmother as 

her home life was not good and she wanted to be 

out of it. She has been studying with her 

grandmother and last month asked if she could 

be baptized into Christ. I took over the study to 
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make sure she understood what she was doing. She did and we gathered once again at 

the estuary with 30 members of the family there to witness her step into Christ. Since 

then I have been studying with her and another young teenager named Tanya Buddy. 

Tanya is an American girl whose mother is an American and step dad a kiwi. They 

moved back from the States and are neighbors to Chris and Abby. Chris and Abby 

invited Tanya and Michael to our church that was about a year ago and since then 

they come very week.  Tanya and Michael have not been baptized yet but are on the 

journey. I get to study with Tanya and Shay every week and it is a joy to see two 

young girls hungry to grow and stand out at school etc for their faith. Our son-in-law 

Chris is studying with Michael each week. 

 

Our youth are going to a Youth Camp for four days put on by the Palmerston North 

Church of Christ. Palmerston North church was the first church I attended after I was 

converted in California and returned home 28 years ago.  They are having lessons on 

Creation with a speaker coming from the states. 

 

I finish my class series on the spiritual warfare this week with the young adults. I have 

enjoyed teaching them and sharing thoughts with them from the scripture to waken 

them to the battle against Satan and his evil spirits. 

 

We had our yearly 3 day Otumoetai Men’s 

retreat (we call it: Leaving no man behind) on 

Mayor Island. Mayor Island sits about 20 miles 

off our coast from Tauranga. It is a beautiful 

Island with bush covering it and bird life. It is 

known for its big game fishing and has reefs etc.   

  

We hired a big 60 ft. catamaran and took one 

of the member’s boats as well to carry all the 

gear. There were 30 men who went. There 

are huts to stay in but some of the men like 

to stay in tents. It is a great place to share 

and talk around the campfire on the beach. 



During the trip we saw Dolphins and Orcas and seals. Plus we caught a lot of fish and 

enjoyed cooking and eating and quiet times together.  

 

Brook is progressing well with the third year program. 

Kelly is about to be hired as an accountant with a 

company in town. They are a great young couple that 

have a great future in the Lords work. 

 

 

The MOPS programme Melinda is involved in started again in late February.  They 

have about 12 new mothers and about 18 children.   The moms love it and are 

enjoying the time together.  One of the moms Amber Smith has brought children to 

Bible class about 4 times.  She is Abby and Chris’ neighbor. Keep her in your prayers. 

 

Our children are all well, and busy the grandchildren are growing up fast.  They are a 

blessing to our lives.  Time to finish off, thank you again for your prayers and support 

we could not do the work we do without your part in it.  May God bless and guide 

each of you in your daily service and walk with him. 

 

In Christian love, 

 

 

Chris and Melinda Miller 

 

 


